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N. 'Thomas (Gray as bort * daha LS 


ther cus aneminent: metchant, and his father, Mr. Philip 
Stay „WAB A mom 


den of bi on whom be: ſent to Eton ſchool. 


adam — St Peter's <plloge, Mr. Weſt, with 


Yenbe, din, though abt: an Worth of their ears, and 
of abe dope conceiar f them, they dite in Vas 
one day, to be id hefare the public. Ti 


| :©; Theſe tog e not long be ſore then ed 


— — 7 


their attention to the ſtudy bf „the law. Far, with that 
ez Thog dünn to lhnen, in Me year 458. Mr, Welt 
_ eobkith/mbioens in br Inner Temple. But Mr Gray, being 


Invited by chr Horace Walpole to accompanꝝ him in his 
travels, delayed, fra times his application de a; fringe 


1 


ö which erk bur üntan tithe. with big temper or his Snius. 


8 The he receivodiram; wilting France and 
55 Tidy e doοitlE l donfidedable; but-the Aae e 


hem His aalen wan painfully ünterrupned hyf the dil 


Agreement Which ara between; him amd Mr, Walpols. 5 
They had det dur in the end the ya8T V7 305 and hey 
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venty - ſicth of December, 1746. Nis grandfa- 


er: He did not however add 
to his paternal future z but hg did pot neglect aer 


In 173g, Mt. Cray removed 10,Cambridge, and; wag 


dy in Gwin-Church c clege at Oxford; and. thele, i inge- 
nlous-frieqds»nbw oo end an-;epiltolary, zorreſpony . 
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ject. Two months after his father died and h fueched 


in his travels, che intenſe labour requi 
| the Common Law; and above all, tlie nattowneſs of his 
Fortune, eſtranged im from a deſigu 


a" 


| Me TT E vi ) 2 . \ 
parted at Reggio in wad Many years, however, did not 


| paſs till a reconciliation was effected between them, by 
the intervention and offices gf a lady, wha had a friend- 


ſhip for both. 9 

When Mr. Gray returned to London, in September, 
1741, he found his father very mych reduced with the 
ſevere attacks of the gout, to which he had long been ſub- 


to a ſcanty patrimony. The intention e had formęd dt 
ſtudying the law as a profeſſion, w to: be-ſhaken; 
But his friends urging him to maintain his original, pur- 
Pole, and the delicacy of hib nature induring him not to 
give them uneaſineſs, by too ſudden à declaration of his 


FTeſolution, he went to Cambridge, and tobk his Bache- 


Jor's degree in the Civil Law. The time he had paſſed 
ired by the rſtudy of 


Had never'entertained with affection or Ardů,n; and tlie 


anxiety extited' by tkis undeciſiveneſs as toothe ſcheme of 
life he ſhould follow, Was now ambittered by; the death 


of his friend Mr. Weſt, which happened in June, 1542, 
in the tweaty-ſixth year! ofthis age. 07. 011102115 . 


|  *Þ Juſt before this cruel ebeni, Mr. Gray had gone to viſit 
mis mother, in her retirement at Stake, neat Mindſor, 
derehe wrote his beautiful Olle on the Spring. And it 


abt impoſſible, but a preſage: of what, wWwas to happen, 
debanbned theè intereſting melancholyi arhichꝭ reigus in it. 

regrets it is eaſier to oonceive than to deſętihe. Ut is 
Alſd W tily of obſer vation that iwithin ihten mepths after 
Mt: Weſt's death, he apptars' to have cofnpoſed the Ode 
on a diſtant Proſpect of Eton College, and the Hymn to 
Adverſity . Noris it to be doubted; that his ſorrow for his 
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5 I 
beloved friend gave a tone to theſe delightful poems; and 
the reader of ſenbbility, who peruſes them under this im- 
preſſion. al find an additional ghar m in them. . ; 
„Ihe genius of Mr, Gray, joined to his pallion for ſtudy 
n e incupey ih oberg gt Carapridge, what 
he had free acceſs to many valuable libraries. From the 
winter. of 1742, to the end of his life, it was the ſeat of 
his reſidence ; and he was ſeldom. abſent from it, except 
on occaſignal, viſits to his mother, and during about three 
Fears, from, 1759 to 1762, when, on the opening of che 
Britiſh Muſcum, he took lo1gings in, So thampton ow, 


for the purpoſe of examining, and ,extra@ing from the 


din 2 


nnn ðͤ v He.: n 
In the year 1750, he finiſhed his much celebrated Elegy 

ima Country Church-yard. Mr Walpole, | who.w 1 

finitely delighted with it, communicated it in manuſcrigt 


Harleian and other manuſcripts, 


to many perſons of diſtinction, who readily, beſtowed on 


the author the admiration and applauſe he ſo juſtly merited. 


In 1253, Mr. Gray had the misfortune to loſe his mo- 


ther, whom, be loved with an exemplary, affection. In 
1756, ſome young fellows who lived in the ſame ſtaircaſe, 


and whg,imagined that birth and fortune gave them a title 


to be impertinent, diſturbing him; frequently and intenti- 
onally with their inſults and, riots, he found it neceſſary to 
remove from Petgr-houſe, and went: to; Pembroke-hall. In 
17068, by the unſelieited influence of the Duke of Grafton, 
he was nominated King's Profeſſor of Modern Hiſtory in 
the Univerſity of Cambridge, a place of 400l. a- year, 
In the early part of his life, it appears, he had enter- 
tained the deſire of publiſhing an edition of Strabo; and, 
among his papers, were found many geographical diſqui- 
ſitions, which had been made with that intention. He 


alſo left many explanatory and critical obſeryations on the | 


oo Lat) 


wnitfeifs of Plato; and he had beſtowed vacommotitibour Þ bs 


on the Antbologia. A projet mots intereſting tian any of 
theſe, was, A Hiſtory of Englith Poetry, on which he had 
ſox ng meditated, but rig roher to banden, vheh he 
as informed that Mr Thomas Warton | 
en gaged in a ſimilar Purfult⸗ n 5 
Among the branches of knowledge in which he merry 
we muſt not omit to mention Architecture; and his fill 
in Hetaldry Was exact and extenſive. But what was moſt 
peculiarly to his taſte, and engaged his attention thy moſt 
5 conltantly, Was atutaF-Hiſtory. He left many notes un 
Linnæus, and on Hadfon's Fhra Anglia. I muſic he 
Was a great Proficient, and, while abroad, he had acquired 
4 {kill in 3 . 
Dy propen firy to Melaliiholy;" Was oblervable 3 in Mr. 
| Gray from his earlieſt yeats ; ; and a hereditary gout ſerved 
nds "to encourage it. About the end of May, 1771, he 
"viſited London; but being oppreſſed with a kind of fever, 
"and dejeRtion of mind, he was adviſed to leave his lodg- 
ings in Jermyn Street for Kenſington; ; where the air fo 
far oe ad eb his recovery, as to enable him 10 return to 
Cambridge. On the 24th öf July, however, a ſudden fiek- 
neſs ſeized him, while ke was at dinger, which made him 
retire to his chamber; from the Collegechall. His malady 
which was found to be the gout in his ſtomach; contin 
-t&inetcaſe, and baffled all the art of medicine. On the 
29th A Kong convullion-fit ſeized him; it feturned with 
additional violence on the 3oth; and the eren after, 
n 1 17 — expited. 5 08 
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| 12 where. the rof Nabe bam dlheurs af bnA þ 
Fair Vennf atrgig Appen, 2 0 vhdgil ornat 


Diſcloſe the lopg-expedt pg flower ef eee 
And wake the purple Fear! „ gi. dg: n 


The Attic warbler pours her, throat, 1 1 
Reſponſive to the : cuckow's n note "a LE ed 
1 The . harmony of ſpring : 2 12 be: 6 
While ip ring Peale ay the 5 55 a led 
Cool Zephyrs thro' the clear blue ky... 1 1 fa 


Their gather d e e 8 1 5 = l 5 : 
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With me the Muſe 


(At eaſe reg in'd in raft Na 170 1 

How vain the ardour 6 „ ite / 
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Vet hark, how t e the pen al. nut ! 
The buſy murmtir 88 8. 
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The inſeg youth ate on the wing, A 4 
Lager to Taſte the honied ſ pring, 


And float amid the lich uid no Nee 72 * 10 7 ö 


Some lightly ber d dne ith,» ir 


Some ſhev Hef Bally Wilden kn, ola 


Quick-glancing i to he Hal R. leave | by | 
To Conternplaton $ ſober eye pl _—— 1 5 
Such is the race © man 545 Of er Sk ED 
| And they that creep, and they att Py 

Shall end where they beg gan 5 
Alike the buſy and dhe gay Aich wo o ky 10 jo 5 
But flutter thro' life's hittle day, © 12D 4 ; 
In Fottene's hatyin colours 2 1 hehks, 18 
Bruſh'd by the hand of rough Miſthatite:® © 

Or chill d by Age, their affy dance 5 de bl 
They leave in duſt to Tie: 8 


| A 
| Methinks I best, in 2 ents log," - W. 95001 3: 80 5 


A B 11 wag mW N 


The iportive kind repl) 9. 5 
Poor Moralift F and what art 1650 4 7 o 11 
A ſolitary fly? W 5 


Thy joys no glitbrigg, feinale . e 
Neo hive haſt thou of ho rded fweets, 5 8 5 ; 
No painted pluinage to Ulphay: NOT 97 e Lo 

On haſty wings thy youth is Wen; 1 40 
Thy ſun is ſet, thy ſpring, is A . 5 
We frolic while * tis MY | r 
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Demureſt of the tabby kind, 


Still had ſhe ga 2 d; but midſt the tide 


Their ſcaly armour's Tyrian hue, 
Thro' richeſt purple to the view 
Betray'd a golden n 
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| Drowried in a 'T vb. of Gold vibe. * 


Ts on a lofty vaſe” 's fide, | 
Where China's gayeſt art had dy 4 8 
The azure flowers, that blow 3 3 ep 8 8 


The penſive Selima feds _ hy 
Gaz'd on the lake below: 8 


Her con 8 tail her Dy y declar 4 3 
The fair rouh face, t ſnowy beard, 33 
The velvet of her paws; 3 


Her coat, that with the tortoiſe vies; 


Het ears of jet, and emetrald eyes; _ 
She % nad lk. 


fa —_ ſeen to 
enii of the ſtream : 


Two an 
The 
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. The ha pleſs 5 nymph with wonder daw : 
En 9 IE firſt, and hen a claw, 
With many an ar ent x 
She ſtretch'd,” in vai vi the pr i2e. 


What kenalobertgargglddehife? F * 0 | 
What cat's averſe to fiſh - 72 


Preſumptuous 5 Psd! ns Took J intent” | 
Again ſhe 500 in the . 7 
Nor knew etween : g Is 1 * Ts 


al n Fate 5 Io NT . ey 


Eight tin zes emerp in fem rom vod a! 
ging f "x 4 


Some 8 aid to lend. 

No Dolphin came, n no Neid f Air d, i 
Nor cruel Tom, nor Suſan” 8 .; "py ; 
A fav 'rite bas no friend . 


: From hence, a ye beaurics, ' undeceiv T = „ 
Nor one Hie ſtep is ne er retriev a, 


And be with canton bold. Ba if 
Not all that temp 5 W an a" ting eyes,” 


you 
And heedlefs hes beute, 15 ne 1 au in 0 . 
Nor all, that * gold. 8 


I feel, the galevithuitfrom:ye blow, i e 
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ON A DISTANT PROSPECT. OF 
E TON cor LEG E 


E diſtant ſpires, yea antique towers, 
That. crown the Watry glade, 
Where gratef ul Science {till adores 
Her Henry's * holy ſhade'; | 
And ye, that from the ſtatel, brow 
Of Windſor 8 heig hes th” ant: below 
Of grove, of 15 of mead ſurvey, 
Whoſe turf, hoſe ſhade, whoſe flowers among 
Wanders the hoary 'Thames along 17040 


* 
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* 
* 7 $97 ; 


His filvgr-winding way. a 
Ah happy hills] ah pleaſ Ing! ſhade 85 
Ah fields belov'd in vain! | 


Where once my careleſs childhood fr a, 
A ſtranger yet to pain! 


A momentary bliſs beſtow, 
As waving freſh their gladſome wing, 
My weary ſoul they ſeem. to ſooth, 


And, Þ+ redolent of 1 oy and youth, 1 . 5 a 


To breath a ſecond ſpring. i 


* King Henry VI. was founder of the College. 


And bees their honey redolent of ſpring. 
my yden's Fable on the Pythag. 976 


\ 
4 Bad. at Fn Jt + 
A 9 - * . * * = 8 * 
1 YZ OE » —_ « = x. —_— 5 „ 
aA nn I et oe, 
N & + 4) 


* — - — 
8 4 — * _ 
Tr, „ 


64: 


; "ay Father Thames, for thou haſt ſeeti 


Full many a fprightly race, 


a 


Dis porting on thy margent green, 


The paths of pleaſure trace ; ti os 


Who Thema now delight te to = $2) 4 
With p'iant arms, th glaſſy wave? 22 5 


The captive linnet which enthral? 


Wbat idle rogeny ſuccted 


To chaſe the rolling circle'; 8 gerd, 5 = 


Or urge the flying ball? 


While ſome, on carneſt bus * best, 
Their murm'r ring labours ply, 


: Gainſt graver hours, that bring — 


To ſweeten libefty : : 
Some bold adventurers diſdain 
The limits of their little reigu, 


And unknown regions dare Key; 3 | 


Still as they run they look behind, 
They hear a voice in | every wand, 


And ch a feaful joy, 
Gay Hope is theirs, by Fancy ſed. 


# 


Leſs pleaſing when poſſeſt; 


The tear forgot as ſoon as ſhed, 


| or lunſhins of the breaft, 


t +) 
Their buxom Health of roſy: hoe, 3 oy 
Wild Wit, Inyention ever - new . 


And lively Cheer of Vigour born; 3 wk 55 | 


The thouglitleſs day, the eaſy; might, 


The ſpirits pre, theiflobery hight, 
That fly th approachr. of morn. 


Alas! regatgleſs of their deom, 5 5 


No fenſe have they of ills to core, \ 
Net am beyond to- day. ONE: 

Yet ſee, how all around them wait 

The miniſters of human fate, 

And black misfortiine's baleful train! 1 
Ah! ſhow them where in amhuſh d 
To ſeize their prey, the murd en bat! 
Ah, tell them they are men! 


Theſe ſhall the fury paſſions tear, 3 
The vultures of the mind, 949 
Diſdainful Anger, f pallid Fear, | 
And Shame that alles beine; MA 
Or pining Love ſhall waſte their gt +l 
0 Jealouſy, with ranking woe 
That inly gnaws the fectet heart; 


< 
= 
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88 wr. 


Grim-vifag'd comfortleſs bebe, | 
And Sorrow's * dart. 


The licde VI kits Pla 7) ßẽ 


And Envy wan, and faded Care, t A T1 


Ambition this Halb 


Amid ſevereſt woc. „bo 
hows in the vale of Years bend, a . 35 1 


0 ry » 


tempt lol riſa; ON 7 11961 
Then whir! the ron EY 11 * b 51 
> bitter ſcorn a facrifice} ) 1 78 Pri 
n grinning In 7 203 bb eee 121 
The | ſtin = 9 thoſe well rey qt 2: 
And 120 Unkindwefs” altar d eye, 9 
That mocks the tear jt fre d to flow, 1, : 
And keen Remorſe with blood e 341 1 
And moody Madneſs laughing jpilg RE YA 
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A griſly troop are foe, Pe 0 it T1; 
The painfullarnily of Death: eim Jogld bei“. 
Morelhideous thart their queen 111 wot 1 A. 
This facks the joints, this fires the. veing, | c 7 


That every labouring: enen Redingpri) i293 AA 


Thoſe in the deeper, vitals rages «:{; 11,71) IU 
| Lo, Poverty, to fill the band,: 10 201177] 13 uſt £ & 


That numbs the ſoul "BY, band, b 


And ſlow- conſumigg ABS" „ 18105 anf DAA * 


To each his ſuff ringt b. all are. men, gdiniq “ 
Condemn' d alikectogroan; aol 0 


The tender fot Das 20.02 N if . 1nd 
Th' unfeeling for his own! «went bn} 


Vet, ah! why full they know thei fate CH 


| Since ſorrow never. comes too late, 


. 


25 2 2B © 
A 
| 5 Thou tamer of the bumin ry 


With ws unfelt before, 


ar fie kT 


to). 


And ha ppineſs too ſwiftly flies. ; 
'Thought would deſtroy their ene 2 
d Wi u n ane fn ! 155 bl + N 
'Tis Kh tobe; wile... 413}: 1. IVS 
24 _ 2 > cli. — 5 1 
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er, 
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Scar d at thy frown terrific, fly 4 
Self- pleaſi ing Folly's idle brood, TT 
Wild Laughter, Noiſe, and choughnlek Joh: 
And leave us leiſure to be: god. 
Light they diſperſe; and with hom go 
fte fummer- friend, the flatt' ring foe ; 
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Parent of lweet, and ſolemn- a . 
Enchanting he lt the ſullen Cares, 
And frantic paſſions, hear thy ſoft control. 
On Thracia' s hills the Lord of War 8 
Has curb'd the fury of | <= 
| And drop'd his thirſty lance, at. thy,commapd, 
Perching on the ſceptered | han 
| Of Jove, thy magic lulls the  feather'd king 
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Quench'd in dark clouds of {lumber he + 
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Cloſs'd his eyes in endleſs night. 
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Yet ſhall he mount, and keep his diſtant way 


He wound with toilſome march his long array. 
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Beyond the limits of a vulgar fate, 
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UIN ſeize thee, ruthleſs King! 
Confuſion on thy banners wait ; 


Tho fann'd by Conqueſt s crimſon wing, 
They mock the air with idle ſtate! 3 


Helm, nor * Hauberk's twiſted mail, 
Nor even thy virtues, Tyrant, ſhall avail 
| To fave thy ſecret foul from nightly fears, 
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From Cambria's curſe, from Cambria's tears. th 
Such were the ſounds that o'er the creſted pride 


Ol the firſt Edward ſcatter'd wild diſmay, 


As down the ſteep of + Snowdon's ſhaggy fide 


*The Hauberk was a texture of {cel ringlets, form- 
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- Stout Gloſter ſtood aghaſt in ſpeechleſs hs; 

To arms! cried Mortimer, and couch d his 
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 Frowns o'er old Conway 's foaming flood, 
Rob' d in the fable garb of woe, 
With haggard eyes the Poet ſtood ; 1 1 
(Looſe bis beard, and hoary hair 2 
Stream d, like a meteor, to Si troubled Air) 
And with a maſter's hand, and piophet's fire, 
Struck the deep ſorrows of his lyre. 
Hark, how each giant. oak, and deſert cave, 
Sighs to the torrents awful voice beneath ! , , 
Oer thee, oh King! their hundred arms Kher 
1 wave, | 5 
Revenge on thee in 5 murmurs breatic- 7) 
Vocal no more, fince Cambria's fatal day, 
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That huſh'd the ſtormy main: 
Brave Urien ſleeps upon his craggy bed: 
Mountains, ye mourn in vain 
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Made huge Plinlimmon — his cloud. 5 4 
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* On dreary Arvon's — they lie, 
Smear'd with gore, and ghaſtly pale: 
Far, far aloof th' affrighted ravens fail ; 
The famiſh d eagle + ſcreams, and paſſes 65 
Dear loſt companions of my tuneful 1 
Dear, as the light that viſits theſe ſad eyes, 
Dear, as the ruddy drops that warm my heart, 
Ye died amidſt your dying country's cries— 
No more I weep. They do not ſleep. 
On yonder cliffs, a griſly band, 
I ſee them ſit: they linger. yer, 
Avengers of their native land: 
With me in dreadful harmony they Join, 
And weave with BF hands. the oye of 
thy line. B 
n 1 5 
_ © Weave the warp, and weave the woof, 
The winding-ſheet of Edward's race. 
Give ample room, and verge enough 
The characters of hell to trace. 


The Shores of Caernarvonshire oppoſite to the iſle of 
Angleſey. 
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the Crags of the Eagles, 
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ü Shrieks of an agonizing King * ! 
She- wolf of France +, with meet fangs, 
That tear'ſt the bowels of thy mangled mate, 


From thee be born, who o'er thy country hangs 
The ſcourge of Heav n. What terrors round 
bim wait! FL ee TED. 


Amazement in his van, with Flight mbie d, 


And Sorrow 8 "ons form, and Solitude behind, 
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Low on his fur'ral couch he lies a 


No pitying heart, no eye, afford 
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With many a foul and midnight murder fed, 
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And ſpare the meek Amper $ holy head. i 
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Twin'd witk her blulhing foe. we read; Ne 
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Wallows beneath the thorny ſhades © 
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Sublime their ſtarry fronts they rear; 
And gorgeous Dames, and state ſmen old 
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Un the midſt a form divine! | 
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Pale Grief, and pleaſing Pain, 
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And diſtant warblings leſſen on my ear, 
That loſt in long futurity expire. 


18 
4 


Fond impious man, think, thou yon ſanguine 


cloud, E [day ? 


| Rais'd by 39 breath, has phy the orb of 


To- morrow he repairs the golden flood, 
And warms the nitions with redoubled ray. 
Enough for me: with Joy e 
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Be thine Deſpair, and ſcepter d Care; 2 
To triumph, and to die, are mine.” 
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HE Curfew tolls the knell of parting day, 
The lowing herd wind flowly o'er the lea; 
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And leaves the world to darkneſs and to me. 
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Ev'n from the tomb the voice of Nature Miri . | 

Ev'a in our aſhes live their wonted bis. 80 1h 
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For thee, who, mindful of ths ed gab 
Doſt in theſe lines their artleſs. tale relate; 
If chance, by lonely Contemplation led, * 1 7 
Some kindred ſpirit ſhall enquire thy fate, 


Haply ſome hoary-headed ſwain may fay; * 


Oft have we ſeen him at the peep of dawn” (Dua 
* Bruſhing with haſty ſteps the dews away Id. 
* To meet the ſun upon the upland lawn. - 3 | 


« There et the foot of youder nodding 38 


« That wreathes its old fantaſtic roots ſo bab 
« His liſtleſs length at noon-tide would he ſtretch, 


And pore upon the brook chat bubbles by. 


Hard by yon wood, now ſmiling as in ſcorn, 
Mutt'ring his way- ward fancies he wou'd rove 

* Now drooping, woeful wan, like one forlorn, 
Or craz'd with care, or ctgfs'd in hopeleſs love. 


— 


% P 


- —E 
# 
** 9 


1 1 . . 
* 2 
. Y — 
* nnn ,. * 
1 


44 
14 
F 


* 2 
. OY 
* 4 
i - » Pan \ 
— * 


A «4 The next, with dirges due i in ſad arrays... wo 
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. 00 « One morn 1 miſi him. on th' a bill. 
cc Along the heath, and near his fav 'rite tree: 
Another came; nor yet beſide the rill, 


Nor upethe lawn, nor at the wood, Way he | 
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we ſaw bim 
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„ Slow thro'.the ene 7 
. < bornes- 


hay Approach and adios chou a the lay 


« Gu d 2 the ſrone Ned Joy *. thorn,” 
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| | | H ERE reſts his head upon the 3 A 


A youth to Fortune and to Fame unknown $; 
Fair Science frown'd not on his humble birth, 


And Melancholy marl d him for her "hl 


Large was his bounty, and bis ſoul hence; 
Heav'n did a recompence as largely ſend: 
He gave to Mis' ry all he had, a tear, 


o WD Re gain'd fru Heav'n n (as a: be 00 Friend: | 


No farther ſeak N F; 5 mb to di ehe, 3 | | | 
Or dra his frailties from their dread abode, © 8 8 
( There they alike in ti embling hope repoſe) N 
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